WHAT IS A POND?

‘A pond can be defined as a body of water (normally fresh water, but
occasionally brackish), which can vary in size between 1m2 and 2
hectares ( about 2.5 football pitches), and which holds water for four
months of the year or more.' Pond Conservation

than a simple definition, ponds are part of our landscope and have\
undreds of thousands of years. Ponds are entire ecosystems; hotspots
rsity and vital habitat for 1000's of species of wildife.

he excitement of seeing frogspawn Floating in the reeds or catching o
glimpse of the first tadpole wriggling free. The magic of that iridescent
dragonfly flying over our heads never leaves us. Nor does the summer sight of
Swallows skimming the water. There are Curious [ong |egged Stick Critters that
balance on the surface and the mysterious murky depths harbour minibeasts
and dragons and miCrosCopiC marvels. )

Many peqda W j_ _' dugiop(owde drinki ‘ ate
or on a specifi roadio ﬁvestockmorioe ;

or as an efabe@e decorative feature. Ponds can olso appe ar
site for stone, clay or minerals.

Historically fish or stew ponds were important in the co ity, durit AN
medieval period freshwater fish such as carp, pike and Irearr '
eating. Large manor houses may have had duck decoy'ponc
waterfowl fo copture for eafing.
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PONDS AS HABITATS % tacs

Ponds are whole worlds to explore!

Not just a pool of murky water!
Ponds are complex habitats in which many animals depend on each other.

Habital =

plqce where a Bats fiy over o pond ot dusk to

living thing feed on insects.

lives for some

for all or part SKY HIGH

of its life.

Herons stop by foro
feed and summer

swollows swoop

over for o tasty
bug, skimming
ihe surface

] for o dnnk.

which frop oir and aliow them to stand
move on the water's surfocce. They
light the surfoce tension of the

lung and float to the surface to
fil this with air. But they eat

algoe and rotfing stuff from the
bottom cf the pond!

There
i Adaptation
more Mayfly nymph ore adapted for water. They Cregtures
species camoufloge coses have giis on the side of their bodies. Woter have
of water fromwhat sinthe || flows over the gills and the oxygen from the|  Jitferent
??eﬂ? pond; stones, sticks, | woter goes into their blood. fegtures and
B:"T'i-g - eaves. feeding habits
ponds than Water hoglouse feeds on depending on
there are bird rotting matter ot bottorn where they spend
species living '\‘ of the pond. it & cdapiad most of ther time in
fhe countrysiae! to survive on low oxygen : the pond.
levak so can live in portly MIBRKY
Ca
mouflage ) polluted water. DEPTHS
Some creatures disguise
themseives so they are less The number and type of
likely to be seen and ecten by their different species in a pond con be
‘predators’ (Caddisfly]. dependent on water quality. Cften
Some animal’s skin colour or texture blends the more polluted the pond is the

in with their surounding. (Frog) fewer the number of species.



PONDLIFE SUPERHEROS! ~ dacf!

The makers of many films have got their ideas from weird and
wonderful pondiife: Dr Who, Monsters vs, Aliens, Batman. Re- [

think these mini-beasts and roaming repfiles into superheroes. | S4uit we burst
our skin and

% ook like : leave the caze
la My jows shioot out called exuvia.
We SDEFId_DUF _ i scorpion k= an afien to
whole ife ina diving '} but haree catch my prey. DOwr huge “compound”
tell, an underwoter no sting in eye: con ses al fhe
wel filled with ir. rry tol, We are one of the way arcund us and
Water pides fostest insects in dEiEf; movement
the world, fiying wvery for oway.
We eat through
Paz—niled megeees. Tukdoy namse but up to 40 miles per -
cool animals. Our telescopic || 9 legs! e haur. F"Eh'."*”“': dragenfies
sizve the woter the size of seaguls
sniorkel foil gets up abowve I —
for corygen through the hoirs flew the earth
and suck up the JD0millicn y=ars ogo.
tiny algoe that
If youw try fo swallow e get cought. Yum. Dur orangs tummiss
| you'll g=t @ nasty surprise Tamee Watbumr have individual
LE | from my spines. | change pofterns of Black
g colour fo attract a female | g We -'”}E_‘ﬂf aur blotches as unique
=+ |fish. | teoch my young seff | £ | Prey with poison iy spiky crest. 'i as your fingerprint.
# | defence! then suck i
bock
. I mowve in loops and
f?ﬂ IEEI_E? We are one of the UK's largest v IE'Z“T'EEE' L.il';:lc:r:g wuta? i
. beeties. One of the pond’s fiercest| =& |lily leaves. Sounds pretiy?
height to [
- 22 | 'Watch out my tentocles
catch my tea. predaioes, we cften hunt things £ | chne and paralyse prey
{' much bigoer than us. Many ‘: i
4 I may lay up to w creaturesin the pond fear us -£ |3 We may only be finy
4500 eggsina |13 gnd ourlarvoe. As on adult we = i but we are poweriul
spring! f can produce a poison capable | "¢ |3 blood suckers.
- i of dling a frog! We spend most | =2
You might be scared of of our Fves underwater but we | am caolled Cydes after o one-
my Blocdsucking akbility .
but | help with can ako fiy to find new habitats. || &yed monsier of Greek legend.

rmicdern medicine. j_

We fx cursslves to water

Jet Powear! We sguirt : o
F - woter from out boHoms planits. Whiring threods drow
B i E . — 1o move faster. food fo owr mouths. SEe 2mim

| roam the pond on one laorge foot. -

Can you invent your own larger than iife ive-wire pond superhero
Or a teeny tiny pond bugster based on these MREDLIFE (REATURE FEATURES?
Give it a name based on its super powers. Make it out of

junk. . ._draw it really big.._.make a mask and costume to o
transform info your pond superhero yourself___




FOOD WEBS

Food chain

Plants

All animals and plants need food to grow and move. S=9:-= R aatn by

( rfonylevelofthefoo\d

chain is disturbed, for

example by disegse or oo

- - ~ many predators, the whole

Food web el g il Aol
ond animals in the pond

\ may be offect >

—

Neary all food chains start with green plants, even in ponds.

Not the same for supper again!
Pond creatures eat ond are
eaten by several different
creatures! So it is more of o
food web than a chain.

’/Caﬂvoru: Phontom |
midge larvoe, Leech,
Cragonfiy nymph,
Civing beetle, Water
mite, Greater woter
boatman, Water

\socrpion, Frog, Newt.
N,

/

- "

f{
Common frog Herbivores. Pond
. Leech snoil , Midge larvo,
Oiving Seerie Moyfly nymph, Water
fleo, Letser water
: \ \ boatman. '

T i,
Water mite water Hogiowse | Detrifivores )

Pond snai,

Hoglouse,

Freshwoter

shrimp )

Producers/

photosynthesis

Animals that eat plonts are called herbivores. b

Animals that eat plonts and animals are omnivores. o
Animals that eat other animals are calied carnivores.

Animals that eat dead plonts and animals are detritivores. i




Use these pictures to spot what is in your pond

Identification of pond creotures can seem confusing.
Don’t worry too much about knowing names.
Look ot the creature features; size, number of legs, body parts.
Watch how and where the animal moves.

-_

Azure oamsesfly

PONa skater

wninigig oestie

Three spined sticklecack : %

\Water scorpion

Mayfy nympn
I

Caoadis fiy larva in its case

warr rogoe \i

There are lots more Idenfification charts to help [see resources)




Pond TV Pond Theatre

Cut the front from o cereal box. Paint the inside as
the colours of o pond. Add grosses ot the top and
mud colour or real stones af the bottom. Cut and
colour pond creatures from card and hang them
from strings clong the top of the box. Either so you
can move them like puppets or just in ploce as a

@II pond life!

>,

ﬁpo cleaner dragonfly. \
Wind coloured pipecleanars
round o stick. Twist 3 across to
maoke & legs. Threod 2 bright
plastic beads onto another
pipecleansar leoving a fitfle
space in between to twist the
pipecleanar into o bump.
Attach to front of stick with
ends of pipecleaner. Add ight
material (organza or tulle) for

wings which you secure with
\ ipecleanar round middle.

fefxpcom different colour drogon}
damzselfies with cfferent colour
pipecieanars. Aad layers of
pipecieaners or thicker stick for
broader ‘Hawkers', Less for
delicote damselfies,

Moke caddisfly larva. Just don't
aad wings but insert larvae into o
wbe of roled cara coverad in
ch, s5and or gravel or leamj

@ get the big ponh

> N

‘BUBIS PUOY D) INOA YOO,

6pon up the top of\
box not side. Insteod
of fixing the crecture:
on strings attach
metal paper clips to
them. Lay them ot
the ‘bottom of the
pond’. Make rods
(sticks) ond fines
(string) with little
magnets ied or stuck
on the end. Dongle
line into pond and
see who can be the
first to cotch the most
prey! You could cut
out picture: of the
fierce predators and
stick them on your
rods. Heron, Diving

@;?&ﬁ‘.’m” ol

Shadow Puppets

Cut crecature silhouette: (the basic outine shapes) from
block cord. Tope a stick to hold onto. Tie up ¢ white
sheet in o dorkish oreo. Kneel down behind the theet
and hold up your creatures with o torch or lomplight
coming from behind you and your audience in front of

the sheet,

i 11

picture create your
own closs pond on
big paper on the

‘project pona’, “why

web' pages of this

e

mgbmm\

them 1o tall sticks for kias|

dragonfiies (next page)
Qr the procession 100.

preserve’, “pond 10 hold creating
types’ and “food creature carmivall Make axplorotion.
masks and willow

Pond explorers kit

Cut 2 rectongles of cloth: One A4 size,
smaller in height.
Paste glue in thin vertical lines on bigger
cloth - see dotted ines. (This will make
compariments). Loy smaller piece on top.
When glue hos dried. Add items ke
Magnifying glass, plastic teaspoon, pencd

2

fioor with paint & Make oversizea ponda

colage. cregtures from

£or the key features cargboard, colloge &

refer to haoitat, recycied bits. Atach and paper for notes.

Roll up the cloth bundile. Tie round with
string ready for any pond dip or noture

B

2 pond play uSing your puppets

Create

L35



Uze these poems Qs inspiration
Craate more from the suggestion boxas

Mayfly

By M. Polack
A day in the life of a Mayfly

%
- May fly rather fast
-

*  And forget about future and past!
Give starting lines. See what emerges:

It must live the moment and seize the day

The Frog

What a wonderful bird the frog are.
When he sit, he stand almost  *
When he hop, he fly almost.

" waked 10 the pond toaay ana | sow...” e ain’t got no sense hardly,
My Pond ‘Down amongst rhc:‘mmcy reeds...’ He ain’t got no tail hardly.
There are many When he sit, he sit on what he ain't
creatures round my pond got—almost. Anon
And all of which I'm very fond 4 ™he & fiy

' ragon
[ fove to observe the watching frog . By Lowise Bogan
Who sits as still as any log. You are made of almost nothing
Its eyes above the water stare But of enough
And it waits for flies to pass just there. Z‘f,ld b; gm;: eyes i
iaphanous vans;

Pond skaters on the water float oiky To be ceaseless _ o
And swimmers paddie just like a boat eea”  Unending hunger — ** )
) pona poetry. Crappling love. ) N

And if on summer days | stay awake sometning
I might just see a grass-green snake small 10 Link between water and air
A flash of yellow as its sleek head dips copture the  £arth repels you.
And from the water gently sips. magic of the  Light touches you only to shift into
minibeast iridescence
A winged thing is a butterfly world. Upon your body and wings
[ love to see it flutter by. )
But the most stunning thing is a dragonfly * ‘| Twice born, predator,
It couldn’t drink a flagondry ‘ You split into the heat.
But a flash of colour to the pond it brings e Swift beyond caiculation or capture
With bead like eyes and translucent wings. You dart into the shadow
.. Which consumes you
You rocket into the day
But at last, when the wind flattens the

'm a beey SROSNEL, 2

G < roun ; ”‘::'round ‘g For you, the design and purpose stop.

One epe o the upwarg | S andyoual
The Dragon-fly down &  With the other husks of summer.
By Alfred Lord Tennyson P o

Ridd

Today | saw the dragonfly 5 are Quess
Come from the wells where he did lie, 9 9ame poems
An inner impulse rent the veil Here | 90 /,,m‘.&\
Of his old husk: from head to tail B Py
Came out clear plates of sapphire mail. Rather ;:::g and dead foe “’@
He dried his wings: like gauze they grew, EB‘::"':Y house is curly

Thro’ crofts and pastures wet with dew

N i' . .
A living flash of light he flew. And a little wh 'Y,,omm don't you know

And I'm pretty im



Standing water is important to humans and animals all over the
world. It may be where life first began. Different cultures,

o' countries and religions create their own stories about these
- special places and the creatures that dwell there. *

SOME LEGENDS
ARE STORIES
OF REAL POKD
(REATURES.

Taniwha is o water spirit of SOME ARE A Loch Ness monster2 A myth of
Maori {Actearoc/New DREAMWORLD. a huge beaost in ¢ big pond!
Zealand] myih. Both o BEASTS THAT
oful spirit that wamed BLUR LINES oF Tiddalik the Frog from Australic
s children away from FACT AND wakes with an unguenchabie
er ond a hidden FICTION. HUMAR MH:::lksmidmm
of huge proportions  AND ANIMAL. water| ponds, lokes, rivers
ghmec!g:m cmdseosaemctealm
‘and plant life everywhere
‘ _ begin to die because they
have no water o live in or
~ drink. Many creatures iry o
pamademmgveme
mmmmm
Evmiuolyovﬁsecldw
suggests the eel fies himself in
comical shapes to make
Tiddalik lough. As Tiddalik
laughs the water rushes out of
him to fill the dry land. @

What pond Creatures would make
Our £ross faugh?

- o







